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Learn to identify these thistles. Stop their spread.
CANADA

PERENNIAL SOW

MUSK

Cirsium arvense

PLUMELESS

Sonchus arvensis

Carduus nutans

Carduus acanthoides

Perennial, creeping root

Perennial, creeping root

Biennial, 4 to 6 feet tall

Biennial, 3 to 5 feet tall

Medium-green, spine-tipped leaves

Spine-tipped, dandelion-shaped leaves

Dark green leaves with white midrib

Crinkly, spiny leaves
Spiny, winged appendages on stems

Milky sap
¾-inch, lavender flowers in clusters

Yellow-orange flowers

Powder-puff, deep rose to lavender
flowers on curved stems

½ to ¾-inch, reddish-purple flowers

Fields, roadsides, trees,
wetlands statewide

Fields, wet areas statewide

Pastures, range, trees, dugouts

Pastures, range, trees, waterways

Contact your county Extension office, county weed and pest supervisor and/or local chemical supplier for control information.

Learn to identify these thistles. Stop their spread.
BULL

Cirsium vulgare

FLODMAN'S

Cirsium flodmanii

SCOTCH

Onopordum acanthicum
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Biennial, 3 to 6 feet tall
Dark green, large, thicktextured leaves
½ • to 2-inch, shaving-brush
shaped, rose to deep purple
flowers with spiny base

Pastures, range, trees,
farmsteads statewide

Biennial or short-lived
perennial, 2 to 3 feet tall
Silvery-appearing leaves
with white undersides
½- to 2-inch, pink to light

Biennial, 5 to 6 feet tall
Gray-green, wide, spine-tipped
leaves on large, coarse plant
Spiny, winged appendages on stems

purple flowers

½ • to 2-inch, reddish-purple flowers

Pastures, range statewide

Pastures, range in southwest
area of state
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